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Idies Directrices de la Morale ChrStienne. Par Clodius Piat. Librairie 

Felix Alcan, Paris, 1917. — pp. xii, 220. 

As its title page indicates, the contents of this book is made up of Conferences 
given at the Institute cathoUgue at Paris in 1916, and its origin no doubt accounts 
for its somewhat elementary character. As one would expect from its author, 
it is written in an easy and agreeable style and is interesting; but I do not think 
that much more can be said for it than that. Perhaps the subject matter 
precludes originality of treatment; but, as in so many books written upon 
kindred subjects, references to philosophical difficulties and to philosophical 
problems rarely go chronologically beyond Comte. Anything later is either 
unknown or ignored. Perhaps in the present case this omission may be due 
to some mysterious pedagogical purpose, but it certainly detracts from the 
value of the book. One is surprised, too, at the position given to Pascal. 
No one would care to deny that Pascal is one of the great thinkers and writers 
of France, but here he seems almost to occupy the authoritative position once 
given to Aristotle, and an ipse dixit goes far to settle several disputed questions. 

Not much need be said about the general contents of the book. A good 

many of its statements might be criticized; but it probably serves its purpose 

well, and that, if not the only test of a book, is nevertheless to be kept in mind 

in any endeavor to estimate its value. One passage, however, can hardly be 

ignored. Certain of the religious wars of history are justified on the ground 

that the teachings of the New Testament refer only to the duties owed by one 

individual to another and not to the relations between states or between a 

monarch and his subjects. This has become so familiar in the recent pages of 

German writers that one regrets to see it appear on the French side of the 

Rhine. 

G. N. Dolson. 

L'Avenir de la Philosophic Bergsonienne. Par Ernest Seilliere. Librairie 

Felix Alcan, Paris, 1917. — pp. 51. 

This monograph is a comprehensive outline of the philosophy of Bergson. 
Although numerous excellent surveys of this same work have been made, the 
author believes that, inasmuch as the war has renewed all ethical questions 
by changing our perspectives, it is worth while to reexamine Bergson 's philoso- 
phy, in common with other great speculative systems of its kind. Under 
three captions — the sphere of utility, the sphere of liberty, and some moral 
suggestions — the author examines the outstanding features of Bergson's 
work, and after explaining their nature he points out the possibility of their 
application to the problems of the reconstructive period. 

For Bergson the necessity of useful action explains the genesis and present 
character of the intelligence, which depends on conscious perception for the 
selection of a possible route to a desired goal in the exterior world. While 
there is a certain illusion in the manner in which our minds determine objects 
outside of us, still this trait has the advantage of permitting us to give names to 
things and to make them serve our social life. Science in its last analysis, 
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from primitive geometry to the most advanced field of research, has as its aim 
the same end as perception, namely, the increase of our influence on things, 
and is nothing more than a prolongation of conscious perception whose func- 
tion is to light the way to conduct. 

Bergson's thesis is an inquiry into the nature of Reality, which has been 
hidden from us to a large degree by the usual methods of perception and science 
governed by the necessities of vital action. As the rationalists claim that we 
can know only the Relative and not the Absolute, the author of L 1 Evolution 
crSatice proposes to reform their system and then to apply the corrected plan 
to the study of the Self. As there is great danger of seeing the inner world 
through the same mechanistic prism through which we have been accustomed 
to behold the outer world, we should eliminate from our process the utilitarian 
stamp characteristic of our perception of the world about us. By thus aban- 
doning ancient routines in speculative philosophy, by separating the practical 
from the theoretical, by employing his so-called intuitive investigation, 
Bergson is found to have cleared up many metaphysical problems. 

Our critic next considers the Bergsonian notion of moral liberty by examining 
first the character of the basic psychic life of the Self revealed by an ultra- 
intellectual intuition, next the conditions of a free act, and then a sketch of 
Bergson's esthetics. It is not within the scope of this review to take up these 
various points concisely discussed and fairly treated in this compact Study. 
Suffice it to say that Seilliere brings out the striking difference between the 
intellectualized Self of rationalistic philosophy and the ultra-intellectual Self 
of the intuitive philosophy of the brilliant French master. The latter reveals 
how the painter, the poet, the musician, and the novelist, each in his turn, 
puts us into a more intimate relation with Reality by somehow penetrating 
our conventionalized personality, and touches the profound depths of our 
nature. After warning us not to confound the intuitive theory of Bergson 
with the instinct idea of the Romanticists, Seilliere informs us that will power 
enlightened by experience will form one of the bases of Bergson's ethics. 
Furthermore, the latter will give prominence to laughter as a valuable weapon 
of public opinion, to common sense as the enemy of traditional routine and 
air castles, to a fine intuitive instinct as the instrument of progress, justice, 
and reason. To conclude with the words of our author: "It (the Philosophy 
of Bergson) will therefore assuredly hold an eminent place in the general effort 
that France will have to furnish tomorrow to rapidly build anew the national 
substance at the end of the terrible crisis which has revealed it to be so largely 
susceptible of renovation, so rich in deep vitality and in exalting possibilities." 

Frederic D. Cheydleur. 
West Virginia University. 

The following books also have been received: 
The Neo-Platonists. A study in the History of Hellenism. By Thomas 
Whittaker. Second Edition with a Supplement on the Commentaries 
of Proclus. Cambridge at the University Press, 1918. — pp. xv, 318. 



